Merkel cell carcinoma with heterologous rhabdomyoblastic differentiation: the role of immunohistochemistry for Merkel cell polyomavirus large T-antigen in confirmation.
Merkel cell carcinoma (MCC) represents an uncommon and lethal form of cutaneous malignancy. Historically, the pathogenesis of MCC has been presumed to be linked to ultraviolet light overexposure, but recently, it has been documented that some examples harbor polyomavirus genome, the presence of which is presumed to be of pathogenetic importance. Extremely rare cases of MCC may show heterologous differentiation. We report an example of MCC with heterologous rhabdomyosarcomatous differentiation, the third such case to date, with emphasis on its distinction from fusion-negative alveolar rhabdomyosarcoma. The role of immunohistochemistry for Merkel cell polyomavirus large T-antigen in this differential diagnosis is emphasized.